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A Comparative Study of the Literature on Fire Acupuncture
(Hwachim) between South and North Korea

Su-ran Lim, Shi-hui Jin, Yu-ra Kim, Youn—Sub Kim, Song-Yi Kim
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Objectives : The aim of this study was to compare and analyze studies related to fire acupuncture (FA) published in South and North
Korea. Methods : FA studies published in South Korea were searched through domestic and overseas databases (KISS, RISS, OASIS,
and EMBASE). For North Korean studies, databases from the Information Center on North Korea and Korea Institute of Science
and Technology Information were used. Among the searched literatures, clinical studies using FA as a treatment intervention were
selected (i.e., randomized controlled trials, and case reports). Finally, information such as the disease for which FA was used, the
characteristics of FA, and details of treatment methods for FA were extracted from the screened literatures and the results of South
and North Korean studies were compared and analyzed. Results : This review included 28 South Korean studies and 9 North Korean
studies. All studies in South Korea, except for the three articles that used traditional FA treatment, applied “warm needling’-like
acupuncture (WA) in the form of heating the handle of the needle after inserting the needle into the skin, and most studies were
conducted on diseases of the musculoskeletal system. Whereas in the North Korean studies, FA was applied to various diseases
such as trigeminal neuralgia, skin diseases, and gastrointestinal diseases, and standardized FA tools were used. Conclusions :
Studies on traditional FA treatment have rarely been reported in South Korea. The amount of information described in the FA
studies in North Korea was limited. In this review, the characteristics of FA treatment tools in South and North Korean studies were
mainly analyzed. In the future, FA studies from more diverse perspectives are needed.
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Fig. 1. A flow chart of South Korean literature selection process.
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Fig. 2. Number of studies by type of fire acupuncture conducted
in South and North Korea. Green represents North Korean studies
and pink represents South Korean studies.
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Fire Acupuncture in South and North Korea
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